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“In the Spirit of Town Government”

TOWN OF BUCHANAN, OUTAGAMIE COUNTY, WI
PARKS COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
3/22/2023 AT 6:30 P.M.






1) CALL MEETING TO ORDER Paul K. called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2) ROLL CALL & VERIFY PUBLIC NOTICE: Public notice verified. Present – Paul K., Meghan H., Tom M, Karley M, Brian R, Justin Keen and Ken Jaworski from Cedar Corp.

3) PUBLIC FORUM
Members of the public are welcome to address the Park Commission. Individuals wishing to speak on any agenda item must sign in prior to the start of the meeting and may speak during the Public Comment Forum. The Public Comment Forum allows any member of the public to make their comments prior to the Park Commission discussion or action on an agenda related matter. Commentators must state name and address for the record.  Individual comments are limited to no more than five minutes each. Once the public comment forum ends there will be no additional discussion from the audience. The Park Commission may suspend this rule if deemed necessary. 

4) MINUTES TO APPROVE
a) None

5) PROJECT UPDATES/CORRESPONDENCE
a) Justin from Cedar Corp has updated pricing on the Springfield Park plan – about 22% higher and doesn’t include fill
b) The plan includes parking along Just About Lane, filling in the ditch and putting in a culvert for 6 to 7 diagonal parking spaces.
c) Suggest putting in a trail from the parking to play area since it is pointless to put in an accessible play surface with no accessible access.
d) Talk about turf vs pip for play surface
f) Talked about sport courts – it has been difficult to locate a company that will put in the acrylic conditions need to be very specific for several days to put in the acrylic surface, and this results in a work backlog if weather is bad.  Contacted Valley Seal Coat, the person who does estimates is out on medical leave and may not be back for several weeks or more.
g) The plastic / rubber type sport court could be installed by Vande Hey, estimates > $120,000 to resurface the current full court basketball and double tennis courts on the existing concrete base if the base can be repaired.  Discussed if we want to do this, or tear out the current courts given their advanced age (25 – 30 years) and redo the courts, likely with a smaller footprint – maybe a half-court basketball and pickleball.  Justin will check on cost to remove and replace concrete for courts.
h) Justin may also be able to get contact info for a company that resurfaces courts with acrylic=Cedar is redoing a park at another location this week.
i) Per Justin, regrading of the park may take a couple of weeks, can be done before or after the playground is in place.
j) There is already water studded in the park that could be used for a water fountain.  Question as to where – off Just About Lane.  Justin may be able to find out the cost of placing a water fountain.  Potential to get a sponsor for this once we know the cost.  
k) Original Springfield Park plan in 1995.
l) Question about which trail to use -One requires moving the fence which is not on property line.  Due to the expense of moving the fence. This plan would cost more for a shorter trail
m) Some potential uses for AARPA funds suggested by others include maintenance of Town Hall Park such as removing trees moving dirt, repairing playground equipment (there is some insurance money available for this).
n) Suggest redoing Springfield Park in three phases.
a. Phase 1: grading, playground, trails
b. Phase 2: shelter, drinking fountain
c. Phase 3: sport courts
o) Proposal to board to do phase 1 and phase 2 this year, phase 3 next year.
p) Suggestion to have a public meeting at Springfield Park once Phase 1 is done to solicit ideas from the town residents regarding plans for the other town parks.  What would they like to see?
q) Paul will call Andy Vande Hey to talk about the turf and sport court.  Will determine the location of a sport court Vande Hey installed in Freedom in the 1990’s for us to visit.
r) The parks committee is already on the agenda for the April town board meeting.
s) Karley will finish binders for the board members for the April meeting.  The town may be able to print this info and we can assemble the binders so she does not have to do the printing.
t) Question about the lighting along the trail?  Pros / cons – might keep people in the park too long for neighbors, they may also not appreciate light shining in their windows / yard.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None


NEW BUSINESS: None


ADJOURN



Other Future Meetings:  Next meeting of the committee on 4/5/23 at 6:30 pm

Drafted March 25, 2023
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