McMAHON

BENEFITS OF PRAIRIE BURNS

B Reduces invasive species by directly killing or setting back the plants, by burning the spring top growth.

B Increases flower/seed production of wildflowers and prairie grasses by two to eight times, the first
growing season immediately after a burn.

m  Controls woody vegetation and prevents the prairie from converting to a forest or shrubland.

B Recycles nutrients and removes nitrogen, that is tied up in the thatch that builds on the soil surface
over the years.

B Increases seed germination rates by removing the thatch layer which creates seedbed and increases
soil temperatures the first year (thatch layer traps moisture and insulates the soil, creating cooler
growing conditions).

B Increases the diversity of plant wildflower species.

m  Reduces the conditions favorable for the growth of cool season invasive species (such as Kentucky
blue grass, fescues, clovers and more) by increasing the soil temperature.

B Improves habitat for beneficial wildlife species.
B Maintains high quality aesthetics of the landscape for the public to view.
®  Economical — most cost-effective management tool.

B Enhances and maintains a highly functional prairie, which is fire dependent.
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